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of that black birch is, by
his presence,
some tragic falling off
from a first world
of undivided light. Or the
other notion that,
because there is in this
world no one thing
to which the bramble of
blackberry corresponds,
aword is elegy to what it & ‘ A N ‘ u o ‘ N ‘ I ‘ : 'i
signifies. w 6“M ) / w Uﬁ) ) M
We talked about it late o * *
last night and, in the voice,

of my friend, there was a *uswé ‘,.43)& 3"&0‘-9 4? O‘J)Sﬁ

thin wire of grief, a tone

almost querulous. After a «A> g g cawlSoyel odsmie YU ol yelis (VAFY yyle S5 (00l5) wlas ol
while I understood that, PR WHTI REN LIs |y Gyl sasxte LI (clyaidlSlo ylgxe V22V LYAAD JLo )d (<5

talking this way, ol Jgé epimil (ypls ol 5o o> ralon 5l el 00,8 Lo Iy (ddate plgn iolayais (gly ol .09
everything dissolves: i BBy g cpgleaiad as gao (61 VAV Jlus )3 3olibg welySepls AAVY Jlo yo oles olyelss
justice, 3,8 Ky 5old Glg o 1S o Slpitu 39 o OlS opls el ool |53 )5 de game ool 51 dalad aw 45 Praise yuis

pine, hair, woman, you S ol baw g g Voo h Jlo yo Sytiie Wygo 4 jiidss ojols VooV Jlo
and |. There was a woman Canliw o @3S 0 SO

| made love to and |
remembered how, holding Epigraph

her small shoulders in my Meditation at Lagunitas We asked the captain what course
hands sometimes, All the new thinking is about loss. of action he proposed to take toward

| felt a violent wonder at  In this it resembles all the old thinking. a beast so large, terrifying, and (PERI 3500
her presence The idea, for example, that each particular erases unpredictable. He hesitated to

like a thirst for salt, for the luminous clarity of a general idea. That the clown- answer, and then said judiciously:
my childhood river faced woodpecker probing the dead sculpted trunk “I'think | shall praise it.”

\ Hass, Robert (Y\aY4), Praise, New York: The Ecco Press
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Picking Blackberries with a Friend Who Has Been

Reading Jacques Lacan

August is dust here. Drought
stuns the road,
but juice gathers in the berries.

We pick them in the hot
slow-motion of midmorning.
Charlie is exclaiming:

for him it is twenty years ago
and raspberries and Vermont.
We have stopped talking

about L'Histoire de la vérité,
about subject and object
and the mediation of desire.

Our ears are stoppered
in the bee-hum. And Charlie,
laughing wonderfully,

beard-stained purple
by the word juice,
goes to get a bigger pot.
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with its island willows, silly music from the pleasure
boat,

muddy places where we caught the little orange-silver
fish

called pumpkinseed. It hardly had to do with her.

Longing, we say, because desire is full

of endless distances. | must have been the same to her.

But | remember so much, the way her hands dismantled
bread,

the thing her father said that hurt her, what

she dreamed. There are moments when the body is as
numinous

as words, days that are the good flesh continuing.

Such tenderness, those afternoons and evenings,

saying blackberry, blackberry, blackberry.
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